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others may be apprehensive of the delay in receipt of the
items.

The voice calling him was clearly audible now and
appeared to be at very close range. And when Sri Rao
turned his look in the direction from where it emanated,
he could see an old man approaching him.

'I say, are you going to Hosaritti?,' he asked.

'Yes, Swami'.

'Are you going alone'

'Yes, Swami.'

In this darkness?'

There is Gururaja to guide me, Swami.'

1 did not mean that. I know you can go without being
afraid of anything, but what I was concerned about is the
heavy load you are carrying on your head.'

'At the Railway station, there was no cart available
and not a soul was around there at the time I detrained
and came out.'

'Shall I help you in carrying a part of the load?'

'No please, you are quite old and I would not like you
to take that trouble.'

'Alright, shall 1 engage a cart for you?'
'But there appears to be no possibility for that.'

'You be here, I shall send a cart in a minute,' said the
old man and left the place hurriedly, without even waiting
for a response.